A Stroll through Nature and Time —
in commemaoration of

Singapore Polytechnic’s 80th Anniversary







Sixty

year of -

YQQ\/\W\%

efforts

Step into Singapore Polytechnic’s campus and you will find
yourself in a magical world of greenery so rich in biodiversity,
that it would do any garden proud. Different discovery trails
within its grounds lead to verdant oases and hideaways that
will delight the eye while soothing the senses. Guests and
residents here can traverse different pathways leading them to
special places embodying SP's Green Pledge and vision.



ey ¥ "'*__ L * ¢ -t
'-'h'-ll."':.-:':_fﬂ.,"_]__tl
G e A TR

-
S

A S’froll"tﬁrough—'uﬁu__ _ M“ :,,d

2 _in"ﬁ“ﬂmn'i'emoratiun"?g‘i;%
“Singapore hnic’s’

Lo,
&y
L

g

| s
¥
=)

! :-: frl_‘.,;‘. - E‘,‘L“L
* e '-' l.. - A=k










mminaw | o

Srgegm-s Pebmzrrizs S0t Lnes

Foreword

One of my first impressions of the SP campus when | took over as Principal & Chief Executive Officer in 2013, was the sheer
luxuriance of the vegetation. There were over two thousand magnificent trees across campus, thick foliage and a burst of flowered
hues evidencing great effort to blend nature into the clean lines of the urban architecture. It inspired me to continue in the efforts of
the previous principals to create a green and calm physical environment for our students and staff.

Looking at the photographs of the early years of the Dover Road campus {back in 1979) when the trees were young and short, and
the architecture was strictly functional and stark, | was mowved by the care and innovation over the years to create a garden setting
around the campus which we enjoy today. There are magical moments in the mornings and early evenings when one hears bird
songs, the cacophony of frogs in front of the main library during rainy mornings and the splash of fish in the ponds and streams, and
seas the flutter of wings of birds and insects. We have created a wonderful garden, and Mature has reciprocated with these guests

making SP their home. SP is indeed a Campus in a Garden.

We take this opportunity to pay tribute to staff and students who have contributed towards 5P's green efforts and success. 5P
is proud to be recognised through the President’s Award for the Environment in 2010, the BCA Green Mark Platinum Award for
InnoVillage in 2010 and the NParks" Platinum Award for the Community in Bloom Competition in 2012. These awards mark
SP’s commitment to the long-term sustainability of our community on the planet.

As part of Singapore Polytechnic's celebration of its 60th Anniversary, we invite you to join us on a magical book tour of
our ‘Campus in a Garden'. Join us in our celebration of living and working amidst the fresh greenery of the SP oasis — an inspiring

place for academic and professional pursuits.

Tan Choon Shian
Principal & Chief Executive Officer
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Introduction:
A Vision Realised

Germinating A Green Idea

Since 1979, when Singapore Polytechnic (SP) moved to its

current Dover Road campus, there have been numerous efforts to
create a more conducive learning and working environment in the
campus, The most recent one took place in 2009 when the seed for
upgrading was sown with the roliout of the Campus Rejuvenation
Project.

The vision to rejuvenate the SP campus through green initiatives
and to continue protecting our emvronment has led to our

having what can be aptly called a Campus in a Garden. With our
open-air connectors, green spaces such as the Eco Casis and

the Sanctuary, and pockets of nature rich in biodiversity, we can
proudly say that we offer an ideal environment for our staff and
students to workl, learn, live and play, and for a myriad of flora and
fauna to thrive.

In recognition of our green efforts, we have been honoured with
numerous awards. Further down the road, we plan to introduce
even more green working and living spaces.

To celebrate our B0th birthday this yvear, we invite all to take a
walk with us through this commemorative book that showcazes
the richness and beauty of nature within our campus, and salutes
the efforts of staff and students who ensure that our campus
continues to nestle in a garden.
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The Way We Were

Sixty years ago, Singapore Polytechnic built its first home on
Prince Edward Road in the country’s financial district. When this
campus was completed in 1958, we had 2 800 students. Today,
we have more than 17,000 full-time and part-time students
enrolled in a total of 85 diploma and post-diploma courses
offered by our various schools. Many of our graduates are
successful members of our community. Many others have risen to
positions of responsibility and leadership in industry, finance and
public organisations.

Ower the years, as Singapore's first polyvtechnic, we have grown in
tandem with the nation, transforming ourselves from a pacesetter
to a trendsetter, and from making history to defining the future. In
the process, we have moved from our initial modest premises on
Prince Edward Road to what i= now our permanent campus on
Diover Road, in the education belt and science hub in the western
part of the city state.

The most recent greening of cur campus home, which was
developed in phases and iz =till in progrezs, began in 2009
when ten Diploma in Architecture (DARCH) students were
commissioned to draw on their creative |uices and come up with
a plan to redesign and rejuvenate our campus. This initiative
helped to give SP a better understanding of what students
wanted to se= on the campus.

To sustain the enthusiasm of students and =staff in protecting our
environment, 3P recognizes their efforts through initiatives such
as the Eco-Office Challenge, Green Challenge Award and the 5P
Community Garden Competitions.
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Our Commitment to Quality and the Environment
We understand that people are Singapore’s most valuable resource,
and as the nation's first polytechnic, we have been nurturing young
talents for the worlkforce from the early days of Independence.

What iz more, the education we provide has stayved relevant to the
development of Singapore through generations of staff and students.
We are proud to provide this education in an environment where both
staff and students help to keep the campus green.

Our success in protecting our envirenment is due, in no small
measure, to our commitment to improving our integrated Quality &
Environmental Management System (QEMS) continually. We have
two policies in place to help us honour this commitment.

Quality Policy

We are committed to nurturing our students to be life ready, work
ready and world ready by providing an enriching and holistic learning
experience and to eguip adult learners with =kills and knowledge to
enhance their emplovability.

We aim to:

« deliver quality consistenthy

= add value through continual improvement and innovation

Archivad Phate: 5P Mamanes - Elmnr!}lrnur in tha cark T840
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Environmental Policy

We are committed to caring for the environment by going green
and fostering environmental sustainabiity.

We aim to:

+ control pollution via the 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle)

= comply with environmental legislation and other requirements

At 5P, we nurture talents who will help others optimise the beauty
of their envirenment and protect it by offering environment-related
courses such as the Diploma in Energy Systems and Management
(DESM); Diploma in Landscape Architecturs (DLA); and Diploma

in Environmental Management and Water Management
Technology (DEWT).
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Our Green Pledge

We pledge to
Green our campus,
Reduce, reuse and recycle,
Educate ourselves on green issues,

Encourage others to do likewise, and

Nurture a love for our environment

_______
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A bird’'s eve view of

Admin Block

At SP's main entrance on Dover Road, guests are immediately

5P’z main entrance.

greeted with the lush greenery all around. Verdant gardens flank
the G0-metre driveway to the Admin Block {top, left) and the
surrounding carparks. The fragrance of the White Pigeon Orehid
growing on the trunks of the Phoenix Palms {facing page) will
|ure the senses of any passerby.

Leading up to this building — the first to greet anyone coming to
5P — iz a lusciously landscaped set of steps that heightens the
vizitors' expectations of more botanical delights to come when
they follow the many trailz on the campus. Quite commonty
spotted here is the White-bellied Sea Eagle {top) scaring over the
Admin Block

Photo credit- Aaymond Tof
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Nature in
Harmony

Making their home ameng the myriad fascinating flora
iz a huge spectrum of fauna, some skilled in the art of
camouflage. Others, such as the Crimson Sunbird (eft),
add dashes of brilliant colour to their luxuriant habitat.
It iz surprisingly not too shy and flutters near those who
park at the entrance carpark {facing page).

Photo credit- Tak Kiamr Poh



















Perched haughtity on the petal of this Golden
Torch Adrian Heliconia is a male Olive-backed
rd — At SPavilions, one’s gaze follows
ing colours. Faces typically light up as
sby catch the antics of this species.
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Botanical d

lights with their

vibrant colours are an optica

eye-caichers is the Red Button
Ginger {left) which grows easily

and flowers throughout the year




Club Ignite

Between Teaching Blocks 4 and 4A, two 30-metre tall Senegal
Mahoganies (top) awe the viewer with their size and grandeur. Their
bark extract is used in many malaria-endemic countries as a herbal
anti-malarial cure. Here, they dwarf everything else and their extensive
canopies offer many a welcome reprisve during hot weather.
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Life for nature's wonders sometimes begins
within the confines of man-built walls, as
discovered by staff and students on Level 2
of Teaching Block 4A

Scan QF Code to view Yallow-veantad
Bulbu! meseting in Glub Ignite

Adding to the biodiversity at Club Ignite is a
gresn grasshopper {right) contemplating its
next leap.

An Olive-backed Sunbird {right) tending to
its chicks in its suspended nest,









[nnoVillage
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Fato cmdit: Talh Kiam Fok




Edge clozer to the trees and you
may spot the Greater Racket-tailed
Drongo (left), a noisy bird that
catches insects very effectively
dezpite its cumbersome tail. s
favourite perch is on the Rambutan
tree at InnaVillage. Once spotted,
staff and students often stop to
admire itz unusual tail feathers
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Ffawto credit: Ong Woo-Hsen

The Plaza

ite being flanked by man-made structures, and with Q
MET station close by, the Plaza, SF's main activity

b which often hosts large events, still boasts a plenitude of - j’ =
lush greenery. Some truly impressive Giant Fishtail Palms and

Tower Trees in the vicinity also lure many varieties of fauna to ( h é a‘ﬂ"‘a} yﬂ/ » ____/.b —-ﬁl‘ 3

their shade
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The lush greenery (bottom) beside the Plaza is also a testimony of astonishing biodiversity.
Here we can find the Peacock Flower, T“!ger Shrike and brown grasshopper [‘_I'm:ing page).
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Heritage Trees

5P lush campus is home to some truly awesome gifts from
nature. Take our Trail of Hertage Trees on the eastemn side
of the premises. Walking through varying shades of green,
one can admire their majesty and beauty while enjoying

the shade they provide. A much revered genus, the Ficus
Drupacea or Brown Woolly Fig {top) forms the backdrop for
Foodecourt 1 at the newly-built SP Design School.










Pfoto ocredit: Mg Zhong Warg Clamant
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Ameong the genera adding vibrancy to the Main
Library surmoundings with their cheery colours is
the Frangipani (facing page). Other eye-candies
here include the Bauhinia-Kockiana vine (top)
which blossoms all year mound, and the Belis
Perennis (left), 2 common European species of
daisy, which provides a vantage point for a spider
waiting in ambush.

Photo credit: Shahnd Kamal
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Fhoto credit; Tar Tuan LiT




Poized to strike is this Crimson Dropwing Dragonfly (leff)
on a stalk of Coat Button Daisy. Admiring from its throne
iz the Oriental Magpie Robin (bottom). lts call is the most
melodious of the SP birds and many staff and students
look for it in the trees whenever it zings.

Photo credit: Tahk Kam Poh

A stone's throw away, a Pink-
necked Green Pigeon (top)
pauses for guiet contemplation
in itz beautiful habitat, as it sits
confidently on a branch within
the Sanctuary.




Moberly

Now the “happening” block for students, staff and alumni, Moberly is
tucked discreetly in a scenic spot bursting with the colours of its flora
and sounds of its fauna. Inside is a space for relaxation and recreation,
as well as study. The historic building that is located opposite the tennis
courts and next to Teaching Block 10 is a relic from Singapore’s British
colonial times

The area is lush with ferns including large clusters of Giant Maidenhair
(right) that droop a little lower after the rains.

~

n OR Cods fo wew

5P s Moberdy Block
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FPhoto credit: Tah Mam Poh



An often-sighted resident in , L AR ¥

the Moberly neighbourhood is

the colourful Commeon Golden \

Flameback Woodpecker {right). A > y "
L

FPhoto cradit Teh Kian Poh 4
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The crimson hues of this flower
{left) make many a passerby take a
second look. The plant belongs to
the Pas=ion Fruit family.

l

5 . ] _ﬂ
Fhoto cradft Katalm Khung Photo credit Ong WaoPHean - - L
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Biostream

Cascades at the long, multi-tiered Biostream offer a soothing
soundtrack to the biodiversity at play in this enchanting
area_ Among the residents coexisting in harmaony here iz
thiz happy family of Red-eared Terrapins (bottomn). Most

mMornings, COmMIMUIEns at the bus stop pause to Jane and to

occasionally feed the fish and terrapins
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Poized elegantly on its exquisitely fine web iz a

Golden Spider awaiting its next meal (top).
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Lair of the
Dragons

—




pl, has obviously spotted its
£ 4

flies feed on mosguite they

uito control mechanism.

strong sutt of the Scarlet Skimmer (top,
) resting on a twig and Crimzon Darter (top, left) on a leaf that set

off their bright hues {top, leff). A sombre-shaded male Commaon Parasol

Dragonfly (right) opts for a leaf as itz perch. Passersby always stop to
ck out these colourful sguadrons doing their flypasts.

-
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Phoio credit Lircas Chia Koy Chuan

Fhoto credit Lucas Chiz Haw Chuar

Displaying gentle gradations of gorgeous pink and purple tints an haute
couturier would envy, this Red-veined Darter (top) picks the tip of a lzaf
by the Biostream for alighting and take off. Other eye-catchers in the
vicinity include the Blue-sprite Damselfly (left), and the male Crimson
Dropwing (facing page)

More cheerily-hued than her male counterpart, this Common Parasol (left)
alzo shows a preference for a perch that shows off her true colours. The
Common Parasol is one of the most frequently-found dragonflies around
Singapore's water bodies. At Biostream, they thrive.




Phoio credits Lucas Chia May Chuan



Fhoto credit: Lucas Chiz Maw Chuan

FPhoto cred: Tar Tean Lin

Eco Oasis

A true haven of serenity, the Eco Oasis
boasts a biodiversity that is a feast for
the eye. The Coat Button Daisy (right],

iz among the varied flora providing a
pollen feast for bees. Reflecting quietly
on a branch is this distinguished-looking
Collared Kingfisher (top). it contrastive
plumage makes it an easy bird to spot
even for the novice bird watcher.
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FPhato creditc Tah Kiam Pof

Take pleasure in the sight of the fo [=1e =8

et matel g A lirmnee
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Yellow .
Caterpillar Trail

Linking varous buildings on the SP campus s the Yellow

Caterpillar Corridor {facing page), =0 named because of
squarish yellow blocks |utting out. This provides an airier feel
and an even better view of the open spaces and greenery
around. As seen in the picture abowe, this structure was part

of the onginal linkway design.

- T
A U &

Photo credit: Teh Paiy

When walking on the still existing parts of this linkway, stop
by a window and gaze out at the lushness outside. You
might Just catch a glimpse or two of some of the feathered
fauna here. Often sighted in this part of the campus is the
Long-tailed Parakeet {l=ft).

(e

Pfato credit: Omg Wooi-Hsen e L o S j sjuvanation of the
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Photo credi: Ng Chee Tarmg




Staff Centre Link

Travellers Palms and Tembusu trees line the 400-metre drive up from
SP's Staff Centre, providing the perfect haven for birds, flying Tree
Dragons, and reptiles such as the Changeable Lizard (left). This reptile
can be hard to spot, unlike the multi-hued Black-capped Kingfisher
{bottom), perched conspicuously on a tree branch. These creatures
are a delight to staff and students when they are spotted.
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w ~ 7 Trail to SP Apartments

T ": Tall trees lining the 200-metre path {left} from the Staff Centre Link to
i Y the SP Apariments form a welcome canopy for those heading home.
. “® ! Theinguisitive Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (bottom), a resident in the

) e x vicinity, provides lively squawks that may accompany those on the trail.
1 ) i Also calling this wooded area their home are the Oriental Whip Snake,
¢ & " _ = " Paradise Tree Snake and Monitor Lizards.
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Club Ignite Linkway

8P staff walking along this 40-metre path to Club Ignite (bottom, right} will often hear the grestings of myriad birds such as the
gregarious Hill Mynah, (bottom, left} on stalks of the MacArthur Palm, or the strikingly conspicucus Black Baza (top). Flanked
by Tower Trees, Giant Fishtail Palms and Senegal Mahoganies, this linkway also serves as a route for birds flying between
InnoVillage and Eco Oasis. Edge closer to the flora and you may just spy the bug (facing page) whose camouflage comes
undone against the bright yellow centre and purplish petals of the flower.
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Fiaoto credit: Tafr Kiam Paf

Nibbling on a fruit is a Tanimbar Cockatoo which has salmon or pinki-coloured feathers between its beak and eyes

Dus to their large size and squawks 2y dre easy to spot if they are in the vicinity.
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A detour to the Moberly pathway between Moberly and Teaching
rded with glimg f
oud squawks

renty

eft), adds a pop of

Flaoto crodit: Tah Kigm PN
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Photo credit: Tah Kfam Poh
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Phoio credit- Rlymond Toh

Hilltop Library

Perched atop a gentle hill amidst shady trees, the Hilltop Library is

a welcome stop for walkers going up the gradual slopes of the hill

en route to other blocks nearby. Trees and shrubs lining the path
towards it are home to a colourful variety of birds and insects such as
the Coppersmith Barbet (top, leff), distinguished by itz metronomic
call. Coexisting in this habitat are the seven yellow Saraca Trees (Jeft)
in boisterous bloom during the dry season. Their bright yellow flower
clusters are a pleasant distraction for visitors. Small brighthy-coloured
ladybirds {top, right) thrive here and are welcomed as they feed on
apnids in the garden







Woodland
Wonders

Venture a little desper into the woodland
at the hilltop and discover a wonderland of
more amazing creatures. This

breasted Munia (left) c

e=ds mainly on grass

from bemies and small insects.

Photo oredi: Tol Kiam Poh
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FPhoto oredit: Liscas Ciz Moo Chuar

Ffaoto cradit- Taf: Kiam Fofif

Also feeling cosy at home in the hiltop woodland is
the Green Crested Tree Lizard (left). Other residents
include this family of White-breasted Waterhens (top).
They make loud and repetitive croaking noises in the
undergrowth and sometimes venture near the garden
benches to the delight of staff and students.




Vantage Point

The route home for some SP ataff members can be a visually colourful experience, thanks to
feathered residents in the verdant area. Flanking the route up to the SP Staff Apartments on
this hill (facing page) is luxuriant vegetation where birds such as the colour-endowed Stork-
billed Kingfisher (bottom) feel perfectly comfortable to roost. Territorial in nature, it will chase
predators away and keep a cautious eye on users of the wooded trail.




Less cbvious to the naked eye in these verdant grounds is the Water
Monitor Lizard (bottom). It scuttles away onby when curious passersby

mowe in for a closer look.
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Also calling the woodland near the Hiltop Library its home is the White-
throated Kingfisher (top). It colours are a magnet to the eyes and it

typically swoops down on its prey every ten minutes or so.

The large tropical Swallowtail Moth makes its seasonal appearance
between May and August.




Fiato credit: Ong Wook-Hsen
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Seasons of Change

STAFF CENTRE
SPORTS COMPLEX
T10, TI1, Sac,

POLY CENTRE

[ A
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Anyone strolling within the Singapore Polytechnic (SP)
campus cannot help but be impressed by the lush
greenery all around. While much of this lushness is
nature's endowment, eager green fingers of both staff
and students have also played a hugs role in making
SP as verdant as it is. 5P is Singapore's only education
institution that has a garden in each of its ten schools
The community garden of the School of Mechanical and
Aeronautical Engineering (MAE] (left} is one of eleven

community gardens in SP

FPhoto credit: Reymeod Tof
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Edible
Delights
(Fruits)

Fruit= like Papaya, Passion Fruit and Star Fruit
can be found at the School of Communication
Arts & Social Sciences (CASS) Community
Garden. Weekly hanvests encourage the staff
to grow new varieties. Other fruits include
Jackfruit, Avocade, Rambutan, Mango,
Longans, Custard Apple, Jambu, Bananas
and Soursop.
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Edible
Delights
(Vegetables)

The Brinjal (facing page), popular in

Malay and Indian cuisines, is part of the
cornucopia of edible delights in the Schoal

of Communication, Arts & Social Sciences
(CASS) Community Garden. An overly-ripe yet
firm Bittergourd (bottom, right) surprised the
gardeners one morming. Ladies fingers with
their beautiful flowers (bottom, left) are grown
here az well.

Standing guard over this fare of temptations

to resident birds is this scarecrow, hardly doing
its Job allowing a White-throated Kingfisher to
perch on its shoulder. A baby Monitor Lizard
once lived in its jacket.

Photo cradit: Ong Wooi-Hsan
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Photo credit: Ong Woak-Hsar

Phoio credity Ong Woof-Hsar

Fabulous
Foliage

Dizscover some of the leafy plant= like Curry leaves
{far k=ft), Indian Borage {top), Sweet Basil {left],
beautiful Balsam {facing page, left) and the heart-
shaped leaves of the purple Sweet Potato (facing

page, right). Staff use the leaves for cocking as well
as remedies for common ailments.
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Fhoto credit: Ong Wooi-Hsar

Fruits of our Labour

There is an incomparable feeling when you harvest what you have
worked for. The oy and satisfaction, and the virtue of sharing

are what truly matter aside from bringing home the fruits and
vegetables from the harvests. These are harvests from the Schoo
of Communication, Arts & Social Sciences (CASS) Community

'~ Photo credit: Ong Wool-Hsen - S 3
i . - aargen.
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The Green Impetus

The urge to green the environment runs in the veins of 20 many 5P students and staff. It is Just az wel
as so many of them have green fingers! And thanks to their joint efforts, 5P has won many awards for
tz green projects and envirenmentally friendly efforts. 5Ps Key green initiatives over the years include
spearheading the adoption of the Marina Heservoir to keep it clean, and crganising the Singapore
International Water Festival to engage youth in environmental and water issues.

Photos on this page illustrate the enthusiasm generated at the SP Tree Auction organised by the SP Go
Green Committee in 2010, which raised $15,100 from the sale of 15 trees. This was SP% first-ever tree
auction and it elicited great response from the 8P schools and departments. Successful bidders planted
the trees in the campus on 4 August as part of the Green March 2010 event.




Amazing
Green Races

Each year, students and lecturers come together to make
S5P's annual Amazing Green Race a runaway success. 1t isan
event organised by the students for SP staff. Pictured right are
participants raring to go after Tan Yew Meng, Chairman of the
SP Go Green Committes, gave them the green light. Three

happy winners indicate their positions in the race (bottom)
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Green Wave 1n SP

Since 2009, 5P has participated in the global biodiversity initiative with the planting of trees

on campus. The Green Wave is a global campaign to educate the young on the importance of
biodiversity.

In support of the Global Green Wave initiative, Singapore Polytechnic Principal & Chief Executive
Officer Tan Choon Shian (facing page, left) and former Senior Director of Architecture, Design &
Environment Cluster Lim Cher Yam (facing page, right) planted Chiku trees on campus. They were

accompanied by a host of students and staff at the [nnoVillage site.
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Lim Cher Yam {top, right) also shared that SP consistently strives to embrace and

celebrate nature. "The poly is naturally charming and rustic. lts 38 hectares of land is
blessed with an undulating landscape, beautiful trees and lush greenery. We leverage on
this natural setting to develop 5P as a 'Campus in a Garden'”

One such development that will reach fruition this vear iz SP’s planting of 60 trees in *
celebration of her 60th anniversary. Since 2010, three batches of 15 trees each have i 3 ‘ }
been planted, and the final batch of 15 trees will be planted by end July 2014 s0 as to ﬁ .? n
help ensure SP's verdant greenery continues to bloszom for the enjoyment of future h* ﬁl
generations. This will add on to the 2,300 trees already on campus ~

-
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EarthCheck

When EarthCheck chose Singapore to introduce its
Sustainability Challenge in 2012 {left), SP and the Banyan
Tree Global Foundation stepped forward to co-faunch this
new interactive educational programme with them. Staff

and students from School of Digital Media & Infocomm
Technology and School of Architecture & the Built
Environment helped to create the website. Students from
twelve schools in Singapore led the world in the study of
environmental sustainability by taking part in this programme.

World Solar
Challenge

Pride welled in the hearts of staff and students
alike when SP represented Singapore with its
solar car, SunSPEC3, at the 2013 World Solar
Challenge — a 3,000km race over six days
across the Australian Outback, considered the
mast challenging and competitive solar car

race in the world. The SP team, Singapore's

only entry, was pitted against 43 teams from
universities across 24 countries, including the US,
Japan and the Netherlands. To prepare for this

challenge, a multi-disciplinary group of SP staff
and students from various engineering diplomas
such as Energy Systems and Management and
Mechanical Engineering got together for 14
maonths to build a race-worthy solar car.




Earth Day

22 April 2010 was a car-free day at SP as students and staff adopted the
“BMW™ way of going to campus — taking buses, the MBT and walking. This
was one of the many ways they marked Earth Day that vear. Tan Yew Meng,
Chairman of 5P's Go Green Committee since 2010 and Director of the School
of Communication, Arts & Social Sciences, credits SP's first Car-free Day in
2010 for inspiring this change in the transport habits of staff. “We launched
the first SP Car-free Day on 22 April 2010, Earth Day. Nearly all of the staff
supported the movement and since then, many staff have tumed this into a
habit of consciously going car-free whenever they can.”

Former Principal, Tan Hang Cheong, Kicked things off by planting a tree at the
Plaza next to Dover MRT station (far left). Fun activities to broadcast the green
meszage included a Green Fashion Show and a Green Bazaar. The highlight
of the day was the Green Band Competition in which teams from SP's various
schools performed with instruments made from recycled materials such as
dustbins, ladders and even a skateboard.
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Green Awards

In Cectober 2010, SP became the first polytechnic in Singapore to receive the President’s Award for the
Environment. This accolade recognises its green contributions, including mobilising staff and students to protect
the campus's environment, and conducting outreach programmes targeting industry and the community.

The PAE is the highest honour in Singapore given to achievements in the field of ervironmental sustainability.

It pays tribute to significant achievements and confributions of individuals and organisations that have made a

positive impact and significant contributions to the local community in helping to sustain the environment. The
Straits Times write-up pictured here gives prominence to 5P’s win along with that of Nan Hua High School and
Hitachi Global Storage Technologies.

home.

THE STRAITS TIMES SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9 2010 PAGE BG

Poly’s leaty campus is
oreen In another way

S’pore Polytechnic wins
eco-friendly award along
with Hitachi GST and
Nan Hua High School

I By AMrESH GUNASINGHAM

SIMNGAPDRE Polytechmic (5P) has won
the President™s Award for the Environ-
menk in recopnition of ils eco-friendly
CATNpMES.

The polylechmic’s 37ha sile is not ouly
one of the oldest in the conntry, bul also
one of the grecnost.

Although many of ils buildings are up
to three decades old, meaning they are
much harder to make envirommentally
friendly, 5P has inslalled solar panels on

top of some of them.

These panels can chom out 330 kilo-
walls overy day, based on fhree hours of
sunlighl - cnough lo power a three-room
Housing RBoard flal fior 2 month.

The Dover Road campus is also one of
the leafiest educalional siles aroumd. A
2003 survey showed thal it had aboul
2,000 trees with trunks al least 1m thick.

5P was yeslerday presented with this
year's President's Award al the [slana.

Along with Man Hua High School and
techmology giant Hilachi Clobal Slorage
Technologies (G5T), it was chosen from
19 nominees for the award, which recog-
nises efforis to achiove envirommental
susiainability.

“Il was nol an easy decision bul the
range of nominees speaks vohmmes for the
mnmber of people and organisations that
are ioning emvirommental cases
here," said Mr Cedric Foo, chairman of

the award’s evaluation commiliee.

‘This year's winners of the award, now
in ils fifth year, stood ont for having budlt
a substanlial porifolio of work relaling to
the environmeni.

“The three recipients not only umder-
look green projects within their respec-
live orgamnisalions, bul also had a strong
penchant for engaging cxternal parties, ™
said Mr Foo.

Man Hua High School's green push, for
example, can be traced lo as far back as
2001. Sindenls have to take compulory
masdules on envirommen! - relabed subjects
such as waler and wasle minimisakion.

“We hope o instil environmental and
waler consciousness in all our sludents,
said ilts principal, Mrs “Tan Jong Lek.

‘The school also aclively participales in
a mmmher of communily projects aimed al
envirommental conservalion, such as an-
Li-litlering campaigns.

e
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Hitachi GET, one of the largest compu-
ter hard disk suppliers in the world, has a
long track record of explosing snstainable
ceo-business sohations.

Since 2005, it has been able 1o recycle
more than 95 per cent of its waste - in
the process disposing only less than 1 per
cenl of il in e landfill

direcior Makao and Man
yesterday. 5T DESMOND WEE

The company has also managed Lo re-
duce the ammmt of water conswmed in
the prodoction of hard disks by 62 per
wend, through measnres like reverse ogmo-
sis in ils cooling towers, said Mr Tan
Puey Hwes, real estale site operalions di-
rechor at Hilachi C5T°s Singapore office.
amreshpEsph o sy

Soura: Tha Straits Times & Simgapoe Pess Holdings Umited. Aeproduced with pamission
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SP's InnoVillage clinched a Green Mark Platinum Award from Singapore’s

i

Building and Construction Authority (BCA) in 20710, (left to right) Tan Hang

Cheong, SP's former Principal and Grace Fu, then Senior Minister of State
for National Development and Education.

SP receives the President’'s Award for the Environment 2010 (left to right)
O Yaacob lbrahim, then Minister for the Environment and Water Resources,
former President SR Nathan, SP's former Principal Tan Hang Cheong.

Former principal of SP Tan Hang Cheong receiving the Commumnity in Bloom
Platinum Award from Poon Hong Yuen, CEQ NParks. In 2010, the CASS
Community Garden had received the Gold Award for SP

Scan QF Code to view SP baing swarded the
Prazidant's Award for the Envionmant 2070
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Qur green achievements {andscaping and maintenance) owe much to the dedicated commitment of
Ms Cheah Siew Yoon (Estates) and the team of contract workers from Mao Sheng.

X
huﬁh
Fric i e

Mo part of this pubbcation may ba reproducad or transmitted in any form or by amy maans without
e ERCSCADGSRE

prior writtan parmes=on from Singapore Polytachnic.

&

purplecircledesign






SINGAPORE €D _ - DR

- POLYTECHN .n.i_h_i_ - --m : =N W NREEN ?}—Itﬁ e %o
S R B (s e TRt
i i & = L

e iy




